
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2015 STATISTICS 

REFUGEE AND ASYLUM SEEKER 

STATISTICS 

A REFUGEE is someone who 

has been forced to flee his or 

her country because of 

persecution, war or violence.  

A refugee has a well founded 

fear or persecution for reasons 

of race, religion, nationality, 

political opinion or 

membership in a particular 

social group.  

 

Source: UNHCR Global Trends 2015 

 

There are not more people displaced in the world than ever before. In 2015 65.3 million 

people around the world had been forced to leave their home. This is one in every 113 

people in the world.  

The United Nations help these people find new homes by working with countries like 

Australia. However, there are not enough refugee places in other countries for all the 

refugees in the world, this means many refugees will spend their whole lives in refugee 

camps.  

 

An ASYLUM SEEKER is a person who has 

sought protection as a refugee, but 

whose claim for refugee status has not 

yet been assessed.  

 

It is not illegal to seek asylum, even if 

the person travels to another country by 

boat.  

 



 

 

 

 

  4546 
REFUGEE AND ASYLUM SEEKER CHILDREN 

AWAITING PROCESSING IN AUSTRALIA OR ON 

NAURU 

CHILDREN IN AUSTRALIA ON 

BRIDGING VISA E 4058 

193 

295 CHILDREN IN COMMUNITY 

DETENTION IN AUSTRALIA 

CHILDREN ON NAURU 

The Nauru Regional 

Processing Centre was 

opened by the 

Australian government 

in 2012.  

Refugee and asylum 

seeker children living on 

Nauru are Australia’s 

responsibility.    

REFUGEE CHILDREN IN AUSTRALIA AND NAURU 

REFUGEE CHILDREN 

In 2015 51% of forcibly displaced 

people were children under 18 

years 

Many of these children will spend 

their entire childhood away from 

home, sometimes separated from 

their families and unable to go to 

school.  

TOTAL: 33.3 
million forcibly 

displaced  
children 

worldwide 

When asylum seekers come to Australia they need to be processed by the Australian 

government before they can live in the community freely.  

Some children are able to live in Community Detention, which means they live in 

houses provided by the government. Some children are able to live on Bridging 

Visas, which means they can live in the community in a house that they choose for a 

short period of time. Other children have been transferred to an island country 

called Nauru. These children suffer the most as they live in poor conditions, it is 

hard for them to go to school, and they do not have toys to play with or books to 

help them learn.   

 



  
THE REFUGEE JOURNEY 

GLOBAL SCALE 

Source: UNHCR Global Trends 2015 

 

Refugees are people who have been forced to flee their countries because of 

persecution, war or violence. Refugees often come from countries of political 

instability, meaning their government cannot help them. Some refugees are 

even being attacked by their own government, this means they need to seek 

help from the governments of other countries.  

 

The United Nations helps refugees find new homes by working with the 

governments of other countries like Australia.  

However, other countries do not provide enough spots for all the refugees in 

the world. This means many refugees live their whole lives in refugee camps.  

 

Refugees often travel to nearby countries to seek safety. These countries are 

often poor and do not have the money to support the refugees. This means 

refugees end up living in refugee camps, with little food and water. Refugees 

in these camps live in poverty. Most children do not get to go to school. 

Refugees live in these camps until they are accepted to live in a country like 

Australia. However, some refugees never leave the camps.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Refugee children experience significant challenges when fleeing their homeland 

and resettling in a country such as Australia.  

Many refugee and asylum seeker children who come to Australia end up in a 

refugee camp in immigration detention.  

 

 

Detention is an especially damaging experience for children as it deprives them of 

the opportunities of play, exploration, growth and learning necessary for normal 

development.  

Children in detention experience significantly higher rates of mental health issues 

than children in the mainstream community.  

Some persistent issues highlighted by children and parents include constant crying 

and sadness, nightmares, worry and anxiety, loss of appetite and weight loss. 

 

IMPACT OF DETENTION 

CHILDREN IN DETENTION CHILDREN IN DETENTION 

34 per cent of children in 

detention have been found to 

suffer serious mental health 

issues, compared with only 2 

per cent of Australian 

children. 

 

AVERAGE TIME SPENT IN DETENTION 

At 31 July 2016, the average period of time for people (adults and children) held 

in Australian detention facilities was 

456 days 
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