
 

 

 

 

  

History 

UNIVERSAL CHILDREN’S DAY  

UNIVERSAL CHILDREN’S DAY 

Universal Children’s Day is proclaimed by the 

United Nations as a day to promote friendship 

and understanding among children of the 

world.  

Universal Children’s Day is an opportunity to 

promote the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, raising awareness of the importance of 
play, wellbeing and protection for all children.  

The Convention is the most widely ratified 

international human rights treaty. Australia has 

ratified the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, however, has not incorporated these 
rights into legislation.  

 

 

"This year, I wish to emphasize the 

importance of ensuring that the 

commitments made by the 

international community to the 

world’s children are extended to a 

group of children who are often 

forgotten or overlooked: those 

deprived of their liberty." 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 

 

Article 22 of the 

Convention states that 

refugee children should be 

afforded special protection, 

together with all the rights 

in the Convention.  

The right 
to life

The right 
to health

The right 
to 

education
The right 
to play



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

4546 
REFUGEE AND ASYLUM SEEKER CHILDREN 

AWAITING PROCESSING IN AUSTRALIA OR ON 

NAURU 

REFUGEE CHILDREN 

REFUGEE CHILDREN 

Fact Sheet 

A REFUGEE IS SOMEONE WHO 

HAS BEEN FORCED TO FLEE HIS 

OR HER COUNTRY BECAUSE OF 

PERSECUTION, WAR OR 

VIOLENCE.  

A REFUGEE HAS A WELL-

FOUNDED FEAR OF PERSECUTION 

FOR REASONS OF RACE, 

RELIGION, NATIONALITY, 

POLITICAL OPINION OR 

MEMBERSHIP IN A PARTICULAR 

SOCIAL GROUP 

 

51% of 

forcibly 

displaced 

people were 

children 

under 18 

years in 

2015 

TOTAL: 33.3 
million forcibly 

displaced  
children 

worldwide 

CHILDREN IN AUSTRALIA ON 

BRIDGING VISA E 4058 

193 

295 CHILDREN IN COMMUNITY 

DETENTION IN AUSTRALIA 

CHILDREN ON NAURU 
The Nauru Regional 

Processing Centre was 

opened by the 

Australian government 

in 2012.  

Refugee and asylum 

seeker children living on 

Nauru are Australia’s 

responsibility.    



  

Countries with large 

numbers of refugees: 

Turkey 

Lebanon 

Pakistan 

Islamic Republic of 

Iran 

Ethiopia 

 

ORIGIN COUNTRIES FOR REFUGEES 

•4.9 million Syrian refugees are displaced outside of Syria

•Turkey hosts more than 2.5 million Syrian refugees

•More than 6.6 million Syrians are internally displaced

•More than half of Syrian refugees are children

•Conflict and political unrest has lasted more than 5 years

Syrian Arab 
Republic

•3.7 million refugees

•700,000 Afghans are internally displaced

•Conflict and political unrest has lasted 33 years

•Pakistan hosts 1.6 million Afghan refugees

•Minority groups are targeted by the Taliban and Anti-Shia 
factions

Afghanistan

•959,329 Somalian refugees in the Horn of Africa and Yemen

•1.1 million Somalis are internally displaced

•Conflict and political unrest has lasted more than 25 years

•The majority of Somali refugees are hosted by Kenya and 
Ethiopia, two developing countries that are struggling to support 
large numbers of refugees

Somalia

ORIGIN COUNTRY SNAPSHOT 

GLOBAL SCALE 

Fact Sheet 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Refugee children experience significant challenges when fleeing their homeland 

and resettling in a country such as Australia.  

Many refugee and asylum seeker children end up in a refugee camp in immigration 

detention.  

 

 

Detention is an especially damaging experience for children as it deprives them of 

the opportunities of play, exploration, growth and learning necessary for normal 

development.  

Children in detention experience significantly higher rates of mental health issues 

than children in the mainstream community.  

Some persistent issues highlighted by children and parents include constant crying 

and sadness, nightmares, worry and anxiety, loss of appetite and weight loss. 

 

IMPACT OF DETENTION 

CHILDREN IN DETENTION CHILDREN IN DETENTION 

34 per cent of children in 

detention have been found to 

suffer serious mental health 

issues, compared with only 2 

per cent of Australian 

children. 

 

AVERAGE TIME SPENT IN DETENTION 

At 31 July 2016, the average period of time for people (adults and children) held 

in Australian detention facilities was 

456 days 
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