
LINKS NOT CHAINS
HARMONY DAY MARCH 21ST

HARMONY DAY EVENT TO SUPPORT THE
RELEASE OF CHILDREN IN DETENTION 

W H A T  C A N  W E  D O ?  

 

As a class, create paper links.
Each link could contain

the name of a member of the class.

           At assembly, all classes could join
 their paper links together.

These links of friendship can be displayed in a key
location within the school, as a symbolic reminder
that there are currently children still  being held in

detention centres. 

Thousands of primary and secondary school students, across the
country, are embracing the Befriend a Child in Detention project,

with books and letters for children seeking asylum. The letters send a
message of friendship to the children living in detention centres in

Australia or on the island of Nauru. 

The theme for Harmony Day 2016 is 'our diversity is strength'.  'Links,
Not Chains'  is a way to express our support for diversity, to include

all children seeking asylum . 

St Bernard's Catholic Primary School in East Coburg will be launching
the 'Links, not Chains' project on the 9th of March. 

www.befriendachild.com

As of 31 January 2016, there are:
1,852 people in immigration

detention facilities, and 293 people in
community detention in Australia.

This includes 88 children in
immigration detention facilities- 54

on the island of Nauru,  and
293 children in community detention

STEP 1. 

STEP 2.

You can send a clear message of your support to the children in
detention. 

One idea is to hold an assembly with the theme 
'Links not Chains’.

This symbolises the idea of creating links with those who are
seeking refuge, rather than having them kept isolated from a

welcoming community.

 Following the launch of
the project we are

inviting schools and
community groups to

join the action!



Even if you can't 
hold a 'Links not Chains'
event during Harmony

Week, it would
be wonderful if you could
find another time in the
school calendar to hold

this event.

BE HEARD! 
Welcome family and friends to add their link!

Invite your MP along to your event for a photo opportunity, and
ask him or her to add a link.

Contact your local media, with an invitation to come along, or
send a photo and a press release after the event.

Share on social media
 Use the hashtag #linksnotchains

Send Befriend a Child in Detention a photo or information about
your event, so that we can put it on our website or facebook

page.

RESOURCES FOR THE
CLASSROOM
Picture Story Books:

Read some of the picture books that have

been created around the theme of asylum

seekers and refugees:

http://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/resources/bo

oksandnovels/

See this link for a list of lesson plans and other

interesting activities:

http://www.erc.org.au/?

module=pagemaster&PAGE_user_op=view_pa

ge&PAGE_id=177

http://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/resources/books-and-novels/
http://www.erc.org.au/?module=pagemaster&PAGE_user_op=view_page&PAGE_id=177


FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL

The Asylum Seeker Resource Center
A great source of information and guest speakers.

 http://www.asrc.org.au/resources/forstudents/

Befriend A Child In Detention has additional
materials for use in the classroom which are

accessible through the website:
  https://befriendachildindetention.wordpress.com/

Available materials include a video about our
project, asylum seeker information sheets and

a persuasive writing guide. 

Befriend a Child in Detention 

project@befriendachild.com

Caritas Media Engagement Kit:
For help writing press releases.

http://www.caritas.org.au/docs/default

source/campaigns/hearts4climatemediaengagementkit2015

0915v4.pdf?sfvrsn=2

We Care Nauru
Send needed items to Nauru

http://wecarenauru.org/

http://kidworldcitizen.org/2015/02/02/humanrightslessonskids/

www.chilout.org.au

http://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/

Information Websites

http://www.caritas.org.au/docs/default-source/campaigns/hearts4climate-media-engagement-kit-2015-09-15-v4.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.asrc.org.au/resources/for-students/
http://wecarenauru.org/
http://kidworldcitizen.org/2015/02/02/human-rights-lessons-kids/
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.au/

